
What are the irreducible elements of the human? What are 
the atoms that together make humanity present? Awareness 
of others, empathy, memories of our entwined lives, the 
obligations and connections that emerge as part of the 
relations between us? And then what is a body, a human body, 
other than the site and possibility of these relations?

We feel bodies. They have presence. Their stance, position, 
intention, emotion, desire, reach, shame, passion, expansion 
and contraction are recognisable and compelling because this 
movement, this life, is already part of the common shared 
space. The only way the self is known and experienced is 
with others, as presences or absences. The material that the 
company creates has this quality. 

Wayne McGregor manipulates and organises, challenges and 
plays with the edges of what we know about bodies as human 
entities. Here is a manipulation of something that is about 
what it is to be constituted in and by the social presences of 
others. Bodies do not and cannot finish at the skin because 
they reach into others’ lives, their minds and their movements, 
as a necessity. Think for a moment about what you know that 
is not a part of a relation to other people. Then think about 
your own body and who and what have grown it, made it real 
and present. Sensors now trace and track the responses each 
body has to others and make data of what we feel in another’s 
presence. The deep experience of these constitutive others in 
one’s very experience of space and life is perhaps the material 
of the art.

As with many of Wayne McGregor’s works, Atomos has 
an innovation built into its creation process. In this case, 
the dancers worked with the presence of an artificially 
intelligent, life size, digitally rendered ‘body’ in the 
studio. This body mimics the growth and movement 
that makes bodies, well, bodies. It is compelling to be 

with - kinaesthetically compelling, not just 
aesthetically. You see, Wayne McGregor has 
long been concerned to explore the edges of 
what it is to be with another body, what is elicited 
by the presence of other bodies, and how they effect 
movement, change and emotion in us. By introducing an 
entity that elicits response without being human, mimicking 
some aspects of the human without representing a human 
form, his company has been able to discover (more) of what 
the intelligences and understandings are that bodies have 
of others’ presences; what elements they have, what atoms 
might be combined and recombined to make a dance. 

Wayne McGregor offers an exploration of the intelligence of 
the body. With his dancers he explores the body in its ability 
to elicit response, to feel and know, to move and be moved, 
with and around others. What speaks to us is a recognition of 
our own thinking, presence, effect and humanity, organised in 
ways that ask questions of that inner knowing, of our body as 
human movement. 

McGregor insists the body is fascinating. He insists it is 
intelligent. It thinks, solves, makes and creates. He strives to 
recognise and organise this intelligence - an intelligence that is 
in and between the dancers, emergent from the relation not the 
individual. His work both reveals and challenges our sense of 
what it is to be a human with others, a body that is always there 
in its concern with, constitution by, and presence among our own 
and other kinds. Thinking is also movement.
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What is a body?





Becoming

McGregor and his collaborators 
have worked for several years on 
the development of an interactive 
digital object to support dance 
making in the studio. The latest 
version, Becoming, has been re-
imagined less as an object or a tool, 
and more as a body - as another 
dancer provoking new movement 
creation in the studio.
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